


Our Mission:
Seeking to put
God’s love into
action, Habitat

for Humanity
brings people

together to
build homes,
communities,

and hope.
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For 40 years, Habitat for Humanlty of Forsyth County has stood alongside families in
our community, building not just houses, but stability, opportunity, and hope. What
began as a simple belief — that everyone deserves a safe, affordable place to call
home — has become a reality for hundreds of families through the dedication of
volunteers, partners, and supporters.

| know this impact personally. More than two decades ago, | was a Habitat
homeowner. That opportunity changed the trajectory of my life, providing the
foundation for a brighter future. Stories like mine are at the heart of Habitat’s mission.

Today, we see that impact across our community — from neighborhood revitalization
efforts like Boston-Thurmond to new developments like Stone Terrace. Our Home
Repair program helps older adults safely age in place, while ReStores generate critical
funding and provide affordable goods for families. Through education and support,
Habitat continues to empower individuals with the tools to achieve long-term stability.

As we look ahead, our commitment remains strong. Habitat is building more than
homes —we are building futures. Together, we will continue to expand access to
affordable housing and strengthen our community for generations to come.

With gratitude for all who make this work possible, we move forward — yesterday,
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Keyra Faulkner Williams
Board President
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The Inspiration for Habitat Forsyth

The roots of Habitat Forsyth were planted in 1976, when Millard Fuller, founder of Habitat for
Humanity, spoke at First Baptist Church in Winston-Salem. Fuller, a former millionaire who gave
up his fortune to serve others, had launched Habitat alongside Clarence Jordan at Koinonia Farm
in Georgia. Their idea was simple but revolutionary: families in need would help build their homes
alongside volunteers and repay no-interest loans, creating a cycle of opportunity.

Among those inspired was David Matthews. The son of a police chief, Matthews had seen poverty ’
firsthand in Burlington, N.C., and Fuller’s vision resonated deeply. The two men became friends,

keeping in touch through letters and conversations in the years that followed. Matthews watched

the movement grow nationally, while quietly considering how it might take root in Forsyth County.

By 1983, Fuller invited Matthews to join the work full time in Americus, Georgia. Instead, Matthews Fals
chose to remain in Winston-Salem, serving on Habitat’s national advisory board and channeling

his energy into starting a local affiliate. With the help of Rev. Ginny Biritt of Crisis Control Ministry and

Brenda Evans of Experiment in Self-Reliance, the first Forsyth interest meeting was held in May 1984.
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In early 1985, Habitat for Humanity of Forsyth County officially came tolife. The
fledgling affiliate received its charter from Habitat for Humanity International,
along with articles of incorporation from the N.C. Secretary of State. Until tax-
exempt status could be secured, Crisis Control Ministry welcomed Habitat
under its umbrella, offering office space and support. After more than ayear

of planning, fundraising, and forming a Board of Directors, the vision of local
volunteers became reality: Forsyth County had its very own Habitat affiliate,
ready to transform dreams of affordable housing into homes and hope.

Amf
Habitat for Humanity
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Building More Than a House

By early 1986, the vision on Thurmond
Street had begun to take shape.
Volunteers raised walls, hammered
nails, and encouraged one another
through each step of the process. What
started as an empty lot quickly became
a symbol of possibility for families in
need of safe, affordable housing. The
build drew neighbors, churches, and
community members together in a spirit
of unity, transforming raw lumber into
ahome—and strangers into partners

in mission. The first Habitat Forsyth
house was not only a shelter; it was the
foundation of a movement that would
continue to grow for decades to come.

Rita Barker contributes sweat equity hours toward her Habitat home.




Homeownership

Jose stands proudly on the porch of his new home, a
dream realized at 44 years old. For the past two
years, he worked steadily at a knitting manufacturing
company, building stability — but homeownership still
felt far away.

What kept him moving forward was his 17-year-old
daughter, Liz, who still lives in El Salvador. The hope of
reuniting with her and giving her a safe, permanent
place to call home became his motivation. That hope
led him to Habitat for Humanity —a program he
learned about through his cousin —and ultimately
changed the course of his life.

For years, Jose lived with relatives and rented rooms.
While he was grateful for shelter, he never felt fully at
ease. Hosting church friends, celebrating milestones,
or simply enjoying privacy often required permission.
The lack of independence weighed heavily on him.

Joining Habitat was a leap of faith —but one that
quickly felt right.

“All the educational classes were beneficial to me, but
the finance classes were a life-changing experience,”
Jose shared.

“l also worked in the repair program as a volunteer,
and the learning | got from it was immense, as | was
able to hone my skills and abilities in the field.”

Through hard work, perseverance, and the
encouragement of Habitat staff, Jose began to believe
fully in what once felt impossible.

Today, Jose not only owns his home —he is also
employed by Habitat Forsyth as a Repair Associate in
the Home Repair Department, continuing to give back
to the mission that helped transform his life.

With keys in hand and stability beneath his feet, Jose
now looks ahead with peace.

“The benefit for both me and my daughter is
enormous. | have a legacy to leave for my daughter. |
have a roof over my head where | can rest in peace.”

He imagines the day Liz will walk through the front
door of the home he worked so hard to achieve —a
future filled with belonging, pride, and opportunity.

The journey wasn't easy. But for Jose, every step,
every class, every volunteer hour, and every challenge
was worth it — for the life he is building, and for the
daughter he hopes to soon welcome home.



“..the finance
classes were a
. life-changing
. experience.”
- —Jose

1 5 families
entered the
homeownership program

3 4 families
served through the

homeownership
program

46

homeownership
in progress
classes held
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Home Repair

When Cynthia and Charles moved into their home in
1996, they imagined it as the place where their
family would grow and thrive. Nearly 30 years later,
that same home still holds deep meaning — but
new health challenges made daily life more difficult.

Charles, a Marine veteran and grandfather, now
faces mobility limitations while undergoing dialysis
for kidney failure. Simple tasks, including bathing
and moving safely around the house, had become
increasingly challenging.

Through Habitat for Humanity of Forsyth County’s
Home Repair Program, their home was modified to
better meet their needs. Habitat repaired windows
to improve airflow and remodeled the bathroom,
adding a walk-in shower and built-in chair for safer,
more comfortable use.

“It's been a blessing,” Cynthia said. “The cost we
had to put down was a blessing because we
couldn’'t have done it any other way.”

Throughout Charles’ health journey, Cynthia has
remained positive, often bringing humor to difficult
moments.

“He never
complains,” she
said. “He’s an
easygoing man. He
said he doesn'’t like
getting old, and |
told him, ‘What'’s
the other choice?”

Cynthia also spoke
gratefully about the Habitat team.

“It's been wonderful working with Habitat because
they treat you like real people,” she said. “They
didn't make us feel small or needy. They just saw
our concerns and said, ‘Here’s what we can do.”

After waiting years for help elsewhere, Cynthia and
Charles were relieved by how quickly Habitat
stepped in. Within a month of approval, the project
was underway.

“It was just easy,” Cynthia said.

Because of Habitat’'s Home Repair Program, they
can continue living safely and comfortably in the
home they’ve loved for nearly 30 years.
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During spring
break, nine
teens from
Habitat’s YEP! (Youth

Empowerment Program) spent their week not
just having fun, but learning, exploring, and giving back.
The week-long program was packed with diverse,
enriching activities that balanced creativity, community
service, and adventure.

A highlight of the week was a day trip to Charlotte,
where teens participated in a digital photography
workshop with The Harvey Gantt Center and MODA
Lab. There, they learned the fundamentals of
photojournalism and practiced visual storytelling
through their own lenses. The day wrapped up with
some high-energy fun at Frankie’s Fun Center playing
laser tag.

Back home, the group took in the beauty of the
outdoors with a scenic hike to the summit of Pilot
Mountain —a moment captured in many of the week’s
favorite photos. They also gave back in a big way by
preparing hundreds of meals at Second Harvest Food

Reaching New Heights

Bank’s Providence kitchen. Many expressed interest in
volunteering again this summer.

The week included a two-day creative writing workshop
with Authoring Action, where students explored their
voices and personal stories through poetry and prose.
Throughout the week, teens also enjoyed meals
together, movie time, basketball, and team-building
games that deepened their connections with each
other.

Spring break with YEP! proved that learning, service,
and fun make the perfect combination for youth
empowerment.




YEP! Teens Explore, Create and Give Back
e i)

20

youth empowerment
educational events

10

youth empowerment
fun events & field trips

350

participants
in YEP!
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Land Development

After years of planning, infrastructure
investment, and early home construction,
Habitat Forsyth has entered a new phase
at Stone Terrace —one focused on
momentum, innovation, and long-term
impact.

Located adjacent to Ogburn Station in
Winston-Salem’s North Ward, the 75-lot
Stone Terrace community represents one
of Habitat’s most significant neighborhood
development efforts. With major
infrastructure challenges now resolved
and roads in place through strong
partnership with the City of Winston-
Salem, the groundwork has been laid for
continued growth.

Today, Habitat is refocusing efforts on
accelerating development within the
neighborhood — bringing more families

home while thoughtfully shaping a
cohesive, thriving community.

At the same time, Stone Terrace is
becoming a place to explore what’s next in
how Habitat builds. The organization is
actively evaluating new construction
approaches and efficiencies that can help
increase the number of homes built while
maintaining quality and affordability.

This next chapter reflects more than
progress — it represents a strategic shift
toward building smarter, faster, and with
greater impact.

As homes continue to rise in Stone
Terrace, so does the vision: a
neighborhood where families don'’t just
find housing, but also stability, opportunity,
and a place to put down roots.

06

lots slated for
future building
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new homes
built for families
in Forsyth County




Construction

For more than a decade, the
Winston-Salem Forsyth County
Schools Career Center Carpentry
Program has partnered with Habitat
for Humanity of Forsyth County,
offering students the chance to
gain hands-on experience while
helping to build homes for families
in need. Each school year, the
students construct a full-scale
home on campus that will later be
moved to its permanent site,
becoming a home for a deserving
Habitat homebuyer.

D.J. DeYoung, Carpentry Instructor
at the Career Center, emphasizes

that this project is about more than
just learning construction sKills.
“Our partnership with Habitat gives
students the chance to learn
technical skills, but also teaches
them the importance of giving
back,” says DeYoung. “They’re able
to look at the house and say, ‘l built
that, and understand they've made
areal difference.”

The carpentry program, which has
been developing skilled
tradespeople for over a decade,
focuses on both craftsmanship and
community service. “The impact on
students is long-lasting,” says

g
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ON THE FOUNDATION

DeYoung. “They learn teamwork,
perseverance, and the value of
helping others, while contributing to
something that will last for years.”

Once the students’ work is finished
on campus, it is moved to its
permanent location, where Habitat
volunteers and students finalize the
construction. This partnership
between the Career Center and
Habitat has prepared students for
their future careers while also
helping to create stability, hope, and
opportunity for local families —one
home at a time.
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s VOlUNteers

At Habitat Forsyth, strong partnerships
are the foundation of every home we
build —and few embody that spirit more
fully than Schneider Electric.

Over the course of nine days, Schneider
Electric employees stepped away from
their daily work and onto the
construction site, trading desks for tool
belts to help build safe, affordable
homes alongside Habitat families. These
build days reflect shared values and a
deep commitment to community.

“Schneider Impact values — Inclusion,
Mastery, Purpose, Action, Curiosity, and
Teamwork — closely align with Habitat
for Humanity of Forsyth County’s
commitment to service, safety,
community, collaboration, diversity,
stewardship, and excellence,” said
Celine Hawley. “That shared foundation
is what makes our partnership so
meaningful.”

That alignment is evident on every build
day. Whether raising walls, installing

siding, or working alongside future
homeowners completing their sweat
equity hours, Schneider Electric
volunteers bring energy, teamwork, and
a clear sense of purpose to the job site.

“It's extremely rewarding for me to
coordinate our twice yearly build days,”
Hawley said. “Volunteering continues to
boost our sense of purpose and pride in
being part of Schneider Electric.”

For Habitat Forsyth, partnerships like
this do more than move construction
forward — they strengthen the mission.
Each volunteer hour helps reduce
building costs, making homeownership
more affordable. Just as importantly, it
builds connection —reminding
homeowners they are supported by a
community that believes in their future.

Together, we're not just building houses.
We're building something stronger:
shared purpose, lasting impact, and a
community where everyone has a place
to call home.
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Philanthropy

A Legacy That Connects Yesterday, Today, and Forever

Sometimes kindness arrives We may never know what moments Forsyth County have the

quietly —but its impact reaches far  from her yesterday shaped her opportunity to achieve the dignity
beyond a single lifetime. belief in the importance of safe, and security that comes with a safe
This year, Habitat for Humanity of affordable housing. What we do place to call home. Without seeking
Forsyth County received an know i_s th_at her compassiqn is recognition, she has b_ecome part
unexpected and extraordinary gift: chap_glng Ilyes tod.a_ly— helping of the.fou_ndatlon of this

a transformational bequest from a _famllles build stability, strength, and organization’s future.

woman who had a heart for housing ndependence through _ Her story is a powerful reminder:

in our community. She chose to homeownership and critical repairs.  gach of us has the ability to leave
include Habitat Forsyth in her And her generosity will live on behind more than memories —we
estate plans, and only after her forever. can leave hope.

passing did we learn of her
decision.

Her legacy will help ensure that
future generations of families in

Create Your Own Yesterday, Today, Forever Legacy

You can make a lasting impact by including Habitat for Humanity of Forsyth County-in-yoUr estate
plans. A bequest costs nothing today, but its impact can transform lives for generations.

To learn more about planned giving, contact Cindy Stubblefield at
cindy.stubblefield@habitatforsyth.org
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ReStore

At Habitat ReStore on Coliseum Drive, a new kind of
transformation is taking shape — one that starts not on
a job site, but right inside the store.

With the addition of brand-new flat pack cabinets —
generously donated by L & H Cabinetry — customers
now have access to affordable, high-quality kitchen
solutions that can completely reimagine their homes.
What truly sets this experience apart isn't just the
product —it’s the guidance.

That’s where Store Manager Seth comes in.

What began as simply stocking cabinets has evolved
into something more. Seth has stepped into a new
role as an in-store kitchen designer, working
one-on-one with customers to bring
their vision to life —whether updating M
a small space or planning a full %
kitchen renovation.

i
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When you support Habitat ReStore by shopping, donating or volunteering,
you are helping families build or repair affordable homes in our community.

“I love seeing it come together,” Seth says. “A lot of
customers come in not knowing where to start. Being
able to help them design something that works for
their home — and their budget — is really rewarding.”

Using the flat pack cabinet inventory available at the
Coliseum ReStore, Seth walks customers through
options, configurations, and design ideas, turning what
can feel overwhelming into something approachable
and even exciting.

And like everything at the ReStore, the impact goes
beyond the home. Every cabinet purchased helps fund
Habitat Forsyth’s mission — building safe,
affordable homes right here in our
community.

At the Coliseum ReStore, it's
more than shopping. It’s
design, possibility, and
purpose —all in one place.
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pounds of materials
Kernersville ReStore

diverted from landfills
Coliseum ReStore Peters Creek ReStore
819 S.Main Street 608 Coliseum Drive LIQUIDATION CENTER
Kernersville, NC Winston-Salem,NC 2551 Peters Creek Pkwy

Winston-Salem,NC
habitatforsyth.org/restore
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Financial Impact

® Contributions* $2,873,766
® Government $211,266
Mortgages $884171
@ ReStore $1,996,255
® Other $210,319
Total Revenue $6,175,777
*Includes a gracious bequest from a generous donor, as recognized on page 24.
Expenses

® Programs $4,174,967
® Management $481,884
Fundraising $234,799

Total Expenses $4,891,650










3 0

Wit Habitat for Humanity*

of Forsyth County

NEW HOME
COMING SOON




